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JUST 
CHECKING. 
TOLD ME THAT 
ONE. SORRY, I 
SHOULDN'T LEAD 


iS 


#C TIZEM| a 
ROBERTO DA COSTA. 


OBVIOUSLY, 
YOU'VE MADE SOME 
QUESTIONABLE 
DECISIONS SINCE...WELL, 
SINCE I MADE YOU 
AN AVENGER... 


- BUT 
YOU'RE NOT IN 
TROUBLE. 


OF S.H.I.E.L.D. NOW, 
YOU'RE DIRECTOR OF 
A.I.M.--AND SINCE WE 
ABSORBED A.|.M., I 
GUESS I’M YOUR \, 4 
Boss-- A <<) 4 
--BUT AS FAR \ Nee 
AS IM CONCERNED, \ 
NOTHING'S CHANGED. |p am 
WE/RE aeae aa 
AND ROBERTO. 4 
“im 


OH, THAT 
REMINDS ME. \ 
COULD I GETA | 
COFFEE WHILE / 
I/M HERE? / 


IT'S THE 


I'M SURE. YOU'VE 
DONE GOOD WORK 
HERE, ROBERTO. 
GOOP WORK. 


IF YOU'D 
TOLD ME A FEW 
YEARS AGO THAT 
A.I.M. COULD BE 
REHABILITATED 
LIKE THIS... 


THEY'RE 
DECENT PEOPLE, 
STEVE--THE ONES 


LITTLE BLUE va \ — 
GUYS WHO DO y 
} I KEPT ON, 
COFFEE, / of - ’ 
SN'T ITS ANYWAY. 


BLUE TEAM 
HANDLES THEY JUST NEEDED 
SOMEONE TO PUT 


ADMINISTRATION-- 
THEY KEEP EVERY- THEM ON THE 
\ THING WORKING. RIGHT PATH-- 
THEY DON'T JUST 
OF COURSE. 


GET THE-- 
BUT...I WAS 
THINKING MORE 
ABOUT THE PUBLIC 
PERSONA. 


FOR YEARS, 
ADVANCED 
IDEA MECHANICS 
WAS AN “EVIL 
ORGANIZATION"-- 


--BUT NOBODY 
LOOKED AT THE 
UPSIDE. THE GOOD 
THEY COULD 
DO. 


AND NOW? 

THE PUBLIC, THE 
MAINSTREAM MEDIA-- 
THEY'VE ACCEPTED 

THEM. FORGIVEN 

THEM. THANKS 
TO YOU. { 


REALLY 
SHOWS 
WHAT CAN DON'T 
BE DONE. you 
THINK? 


CAN WE 
GET TWO 
COFFEES 
IN HERE? 


ANYWHERE, 
OKAY? 


DIAGNOSTIC 4 
REQUIRED. / 


x LIGH, I 
K | KNOW, stop 
MU  YELLINe-- 


» 


VeENicma. | 
\ =" AIKKU JOKINEN. 


: & FIGURE IT'S 
= SOMETHING IN THE 
| TARGETING--|IT KEEPS 


LOSING CONNECTION. 
THE NEURAL NETWORK'S 
“BUGGY AS HELL, 


aa ted 


ABOUT ~ 
ALL OF THESE SS 
GUNS YOU ARE 


7 CONCUSSION, MOST 
HAPPY OF ALL THE HEAD 
INJURIES. I THINK YOU 
MEAN "LESS LETHAL," 
YES? 


WHEN IS IT 
ENOUGH? 


K 
° = \\ UNLESS PERHAPS 

IRON PATRIOT oO — \ YOU MAKE A : 

RESCUE SITUATIONS Ji ZA ww MISTAKE? _ fom 


ONLY, 
REMEMBER? 


“IAs aah 
a *} 
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WHEN I 
WAS IN POP. AND I 
COULD NOT COME OUT 
\ WITHOUT KILLING 
POD. 


AND YOU 
WERE WORKING. 
ALL THE HOURS, 

ALL DAY AND NIGHT. 
REA ; 


SS AND I 
LOVED YOU FOR 
THAT. BUT ALSO-- 
I HAVE SEEN THIS 
BEFORE. WHAT 


IT YOU ARE 

i TRYING TO 

SAVE NOW, 
TONI? 


I DON'T 
KNOW. 


>» SHOULD, CERTAINLY. 
if THE COUNTRY RIGHT 
NOW...WELL, IT COULD 
USE A FIRM HAND. A £ 
VOICE OF MORAL 
AUTHORITY. 


AND I 
THINK IT'S 
ADMIRABLE--ON 
ONE LEVEL--THAT 
YOU SHOULD WANT 
TO BE THAT 
VOICE. 


THAT SAID...IT'S 
IMPORTANT TO KNOW 
WHEN TO DEFER TO 
A SUPERIOR 
OFFICER. 


THIS 
LICHTENBAD 
BUSINESS... 


I THOUGHT 
I WASN'T IN 
TROUBLE? 


YOU'RE NOT. BUT... 
CHAIN OF COMMAND. 
WITHOUT IT, AN ARMY /7 

FALLS APART. 2 


THERE MAY 
COME A TIME WHEN 
AN ORPER COMES 

THROUGH THAT...WELL, 
MAYBE YOU DON'T 
AGREE WITH. 


I NEED 
TO KNOW--CAN 
I RELY ON YOU 
mM, TO CARRY IT 
OUT? 


I'LL BE 
DARNED--YOU 


| MIND READERS, 
\ ARE THEY, 
BOBBY? 


i LIKE 
I/M GOING 
TO FORGET HOW 


TAKES HIS 
COFFEE. 


ANY TIME, THANK 
MR. DA COSTA. PROFESSOR 


AND CAP--IT'S x. HE TAUGHT ME. 
S 


AN HONOR. SOME EXERCISES-- 
WAYS TO RESIST THINGS 
_ LIKE MIND CONTROL 
AND HYPNOSIS. 
I PASSED THEM 


NO. XAVIER 
. SCHOOL. 


WELL, NOW -, VA my IS THATA 
I’M DOUBLY | I 4 PROBLEM? 
FLATTERED. 


SERIOUSLY, 
THOUGH-- cs 
PRETTY SURE I ot 
HEARD YOUR PEOPLE 
\ ARE TRAINED IN 
SOME PSYCHIC 
TECHNIQUES...? 


CAPTAIN AMERICA [= 


“AFTER ALL, jf 
IF THE TIME i 
COMES-- 


yy | "--I DON'T ff 

Ww) WANT YOU | 

WEAKENED." Ij 
OH 


‘RED/HULK OSS 
GEN. ROBERT L. MAVERICK. 
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MY GORILLA \ \ 
NEVER A MATCH ag Ta 
i 
FOR A HULK--EVEN Jy peast IN ME, rin 
A GOVERNED AFRAID. THE GORILLA'S 
RIP-OFF: ADRENAL GLANDS, 
BLIT TO PLIMPING INTO MY 
PULL A 
SCRAWNY OLD 
MAN’S HEAD CLEAN 
OFF...YES, I THINK 
ITLL MANAGE, 
DON'T YOU? 


DRIVING 
ME TO ACTS 
OF SUCH... 
EXTRAORDINARY 
VIOLENCE... 


ARE 
YOU VERY 
AFRAID? 


GENERAL, WE 
TALKED ABOUT 

J THIS! THERE'S NO 
SHAME IN NEEDING 
HELP FROM YOUR 
FRIENDS! 


I DON'T 
KNOW WHERE I'D BE 
WITHOUT TIPPY-TOE! OR 
FLUFFY SAM! OR TUFTY 
MCGEE, OR MR. 
WALNUTS-- 


—— ———- i . ; --OR 
7 x SQUIRREL eZ oe MUNCHKIN, 
7 ones cREaN eetieg 


= S MCNUTTERLY, 


Ss 


/ ...FEELING LIKE | 
A DADGUMMED_ FF 


GENERAL? ) 
. 4 


3 Py 
COULDN'T HELP 


HEARING 
AT? 
ME GETTING 


LINFORTUNATELY, “\) 
PA MY COLLEAGUES 
IN SCIENCE | THINK IT MIGHT BE YEAH? AND 
DIVISION, / 5 TOO RISKY... HOW'S IT THEIR 
SIR. ——-\ GAT-DANGED 
q BUSINESS? 
THIS IS 


AGAINST 
PROTOCOL, BUT... V 
I THINK I HAVE A 
WAY TO BYPASS 
THE SAFETY 
CUTOUT. 


I WAS WONPERING--WOULD 
I HAVE YOUR PERMISSION TO 
GO AHEAD ANYWAY? 


<> 
2 SSE 


Les 
N 


I WOULD? 
EXCELLENT. 
I'LL B 


E 
SEEING YOU, 
GENERAL. 


Sy tar'stue NN 
AY LESSON EvERY \ 

/ ©=SOLDIER KNOWS. 

IFE |S 


S.H.1.E.L.D. AS 
R 


TRIPLE 
AGENTS. 


Y To DROP 
{ HIMONA 
\ POPULATED 
\ AREA...? 


THIS 
RECKLESS 
STREAK OF 

YOURS. 


THIS FLY- 
BY-NIGHT, 
SEAT-OF-THE-PANTS. 
THING YOU DO. THIS 
N “SUPER VILLAIN 
\ THINKING" YOU'RE SO 
UNACCOUNTABLY 
m PROUD OF. 


I CAN'T 
HAVE IT, 
ROBERTO. 


I--STEVE, 


I LOVE 


YOU LOOK IN AT 
AMERICA--FROM 
THE OUTSIDE--AND 
YOU THINK YOU 
KNOW WHAT IT 


THIS 


COUNTRY-- 


TRY 
FOLLOWING A 
SIMPLE ORDER FIRST. 
TRY SHOWING ME YOU 
HAVE WHAT IT TAKES 
TO DEFEND THIS 
NATION. 


YOU'RE NOT 
A.I.M. ANYMORE. 
YOU WORK FOR 
S.H.ILE.L.D.--AND 

RIGHT NOW, THAT MEANS 
YOU WORK FOR 
AMERICA. 


AND I 
TAKE AMERICA 
SERIOUSLY. 


WHY DON'T 
YOU? £ 


you 
THINK YOU CAN 
COME SWANNING 


IN--WITH YOUR LOFTY 
PRINCIPLES, YOUR 


ELITIST ATTITUDE-- 
AND FIX US? 


BECAUSE 
IF YOU CAN'T 
EVEN DO 


WITHOUT 
QUESTION. 
WITHOUT 
HESITATION. 
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I DON'T WANT TO LET THE PERPS | 
GET AWAY ON LITTLE JOSHIE'S J 
ST PATROL... : 


RELAX. I HAD 

YA HIM TESTED 

Yq LAST WEEK--HIS 
BLAST FIELD'S 
TOUGHER THAN 


ACTUALLY 
PROTECTING 
OU RIGHT war's 
ALLY 
[el BOTHERING 
. YOU, SAM? 


I'M ON . / 
EARTH FIVE DAYS OLIT OF oa = : 
EVERY SEVEN. THAT'S A : : fees, ~ MOVE BACK 
LONG TIME AWAY FROM : pac 1 : HERE FOR 
MY FAMILY... ; # : = 
BOBBY'D 
UNPERSTAND. 


\ 
HE WOLILD ‘ety aes YI DUNNO, 
IF HE COULD. NSUe | \ IZZY, IT AIN'T 

Cd 


SING | Ma =e 


@ sO SIMPLE 


THE MONEY, 
IZ. IT'S... AW, 
oy, IT's " 28 AS Bt 
\ EARTH. Hea 


IS 
iS 


MY MOMMA'S 
ences P 
: HOT DOES y 
AND SISTERS AND THE ,viCTZOSS | \ 


LEAVES IN THE 
THE SUN SETTING 
AUTUMN. ON THE 


MOUNTAINS. 


THOSE SUNSETS. 
SOMETIMES, 

I SWEAR, THEY'RE 
THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 
THING IN THE 
WHOLE-- 


FORGET. WE 
4 WON'T LET JOSH 
FORGET, 
EITHER. 


BUT THIS 
|S OUR HOME 


AND THE 
SUNSETS 
AREN'T SO 


YEAH, “a 
THE SUNSETS veLL VeURE 
AIN'T SO RIGHT--ROBERTO!LL 
UNDERSTAND. SO WILL 
MA. HELL, THEY/LL 


NEXT TRIP 
BACK TO 
EARTH... 


Eee | eran ‘wo Lee /\<wAN UNDISCLOSED 
a ’ f ~ DIP GET SOME | SUL CCATION: 


NEEDED. 


A.1.M. IS 
SHIELDED AGAINST 
MIND CONTROL--THAT 
LIKELY INCLUDES THE 
GOOD POCTOR 
FAUSTUS AND HIS 
HYPNOSIS. 


S$ 
WE CAN WORK 
AROUND IT. ONE OF HIS 
TEAM |S ALREADY 
COMPROMISED... 


VY" 
7 ae A 


PROBING. RY 
TESTING. THE }\ 
OCCASIONAL 

JAB. \ 


OH? AND Ne 
DID HE JUST 
HANG THERE 

AND TAKE 

? 


+ THAT 
MEANS HE DID 
MOST OF THE 

LISTENING. 


| 
| 
IF HE DID NO. I MAY 


I/D BE CRAWLING HAVE LOST HIS. 


WITH NANO- 
SURVEILLANCE ered ‘IN 


NOW. 1 cHECKED, HIS HEAD. 
BY THE WAY. jm 5 ——— ok 


MOMENT TO WORK 
MY 
RESPONSE. 


M. MISSI 


IM. MISSION 


ALI. 
CONTROL. 


“BUT THEN HE DARED 


"NOW HE'S LOCKED 
DOWN. NO MORE 
DUCKING AND WEAVING. 


NO MORE RAGING 
AGAINST THE MACHINE. 


"A.M. IS PART 
OF THE MACHINE 
NOW--AND THEY’RE 
ABOUT TO FIND OUT 
HOW IT FEELS... 


eS 


eee 


TOBE CONTINUED IN. 
. RE#0! = 


if 
TS, 


USRUENGERS <6 


